
AEL Steward Guidelines 

Upon arrival to the competition, check over the Judge’s clipboard and make sure the one 
colored flat scoresheet is on top, with the correct number of fence’s scoresheets underneath 

(maximum of 6 total fences scoresheets).  Make sure there are enough for each section that 

follows. 

Check the fences/poles course to make sure there are ground lines and they have set up the 

correct standards placement. 

Do the horse draw with show management.  Make sure horse draw is done in a random 

manner.  Working off of the master program, call out the athlete numbers in random order 

from the program, and ask the show manager to write them down on the horse draw sheets 

from top to bottom.  Make sure there is both a horse and pony alternate on each sheet. 

If any coaches have riders who are too tall/too small for a particular draw, go with them to the 

horse draw sheet and assign the alternate.  If a 2nd alternate is needed, discuss with show 

management an additional alternate. 

Once the competition begins, aid the mounting area and announcer in helping to keep it 

running smoothly.  Once riders in a section have started their fences phase, start gathering the 

next flat section and help the mounting area to make sure they have their correct colored 

wristbands on for their upcoming class.  Help remind the riders to take off the colored 

wristbands after their flat section. 

Watch the horses in a class carefully to make sure they are appropriate for that level.  When 

through no fault of the rider, a horse performs so poorly that it is impossible to fairly judge the 

rider’s ability, a re-ride may be granted.  Discuss with the judge any horses that you think are 

not appropriate and go talk to the coach and put the athlete on the alternate if you and the 

Judge decide the horse isn’t appropriate or if you are granting a re-ride request. 

Only the Steward and Judge will determine if a re-ride is allowed.  Coaches may ask the 
Steward for a re-ride, and the Steward and Judge shall take into account the reasons put forth 

by the Coach for the re-ride request. 

In the event of a tie for class placing, the tie shall be broken by the Athletes’ Flat scores, if the 

tie still remains, the tie shall be broken by the Athletes’ Fences scores.  If the tie still remains, 

the tie shall be broken by the Athletes’ combined Flat and Fences scores.  If the tie still 

remains, the judge shall break the tie. 

The Steward is tasked with making sure the AEL rules are followed and 

if anyone requests to speak to the judge, they must first talk to the 

Steward.  No one is permitted to address the judge without first speaking 

to the Steward. 

For Minis and Beginners during a fences test while trotting over a line of two jumps in a 

row, posting diagonal is not to count since the riders are required to be in two-point over 

the poles.  




